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 Friday  7/10 Prep – Year 2 Assembly – 2.40pm in Gym 

 Wednesday 12/10 Year 3 / Year 4 Concert, Bunjil Place, 5.00pm-6.30pm 

Wednesday 12/10 Year 5 / Year 6 Concert, Bunjil Place, 7.30pm-9.00pm 

Friday  14/10 2023 Prep Transition – 9.15am to 10.45am in Early Learning Centre 

   Year 3 – 6 Assembly – 2.40pm in Gym 

   Last Day for Issue 7 Bookclub orders 

Monday 17/10 Prep Activity – The Rookeepers ‘The Wildlife Works’ 

Tuesday 18/10 School Council Meeting – 7.00pm in Staffroom 

Wed – Fri      19-21/10 Year 6 Camp – The Summit, Trafalgar 

Friday  21/10 Year 4 Excursion – Gleneagles Cup Sports Day 

   Year 1 Excursion – Werribee Zoo 

Wednesday 26/10 Year 5 Excursion – Scienceworks 

Friday  28/10 2023 Prep Transition – 9.15am to 10.45am in Early Learning Centre 

   Year 5 & 6 Assembly – 2.40pm in Gym 

 
 

                                FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Welcome back to term 4. I hope everyone had a wonderful break with their families. This term is a busy 

term, as our Year 6 students look forward to their graduation and commencing their education at 

Secondary College. 

 

SENIOR CONCERT – WEDNESDAY 12TH OCTOBER 
Have you bought your tickets yet? Our Years 3 & 4 and Years 5 & 6 concerts will be performed at Bunjil Place, a special 

atmosphere, where the students can shine on stage. Tickets can be purchased directly from Bunjil Place either at the 

box office or online (computer or via phone).  

 

YEAR 6 INTERSCHOOL SPORTS GALA DAY 

Well done to all of Year 6 students who participated in the Interschool Sports Gala Day yesterday. I would like to 

acknowledge the effort and behaviour of our students as they proudly represented Thomas Mitchell Primary School. 

Thank you to all staff who attended the event. 

 

SCHOOL REVIEW 

Every 4 years all Victorian Government schools must undertake a review of their achievements against the School 

Strategic Plan (this is a plan that is developed identifying the areas of focus/improvement of the school for the following 

4 years). I would like to thank the parents who participated in this and met with the external reviewer and challenge 

partners. We will get a written report and from this we will set our new Strategic Plan for 2023 to 2026. I will share this 

with the school community once we have received this. 

 

CAMPS 

Our Year 6 students are attending camp from Wednesday 19th to Friday 21st October. Year 4 attend camp Wednesday 

2nd to Friday 4th November. Please ensure that all paperwork is returned to school.  
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COLOUR RUN 

How exciting that we have our first school colour run on Tuesday 29th November. This is a whole school 

event, and we would love to see parents come and volunteer, watch and/or participate in the event. The 

coloured powder used is non-toxic, and easily washes out in the shower or bath. This is an event that we 

have held for the past 3 years at my previous school and is an event that all students were able to 

participate in; those students with asthma wore face masks. Students who fundraise receive prizes according to the 

amount raised. Each student will receive a pamphlet with the details, so watch out when it comes home.  

 

DROP OFF AND PICK UP  

I have noted a number of parents who are doing U turns during drop off and pick up times. U turns are not permitted 

along Cunningham Drive and Thomas Mitchell Drive, and you may receive a traffic ticket/fine if observed by a worker 

from the City of Casey Council.  

 

Students may only get into or out of cars whilst you are in the designated pick up and drop off zones. The traffic is hectic 

around the school and round abouts during drop off and pick up. Parents are reminded for the safety of students that 

you use the patrolled school crossings to cross  Cunningham Drive or Thomas Mitchell Drive. 

 

PREP TRANSITION 

Have you enrolled your 2023 prep yet? Prep transition commences next Friday 14th October, 9.15am – 10.45am. 

Students are to meet outside the Early Years centre (prep rooms) where students will receive their free 2023 prep t-

shirt. 

 

Have a great week, 

 

Kathie  

 

NOTICES SENT HOME 
 Prep Activity – The Rookeepers ‘The Wildlife Works’ 

 Year 4 Excursion – Gleneagles Cup Sports Day 

 

 

 

Welcome to Noah 6BS who commenced at Thomas Mitchell this week 

 
 

TRAFFIC UPDATE   
We have been advised by Symal Infrastructure of a change to traffic conditions at the Thomas Mitchell Drive and Hallam 

North intersection where new traffic lights have been installed. Next Wednesday 12th October (pending rain) line 

marking and minor works will be completed so that the traffic lights can be switched on. Works will start in the morning 

and be completed by mid-afternoon. 

 

During these works, the speed limit will be reduced to 40km/hr on Hallam North Road and there will be short traffic 

holds in place. Traffic controllers will be in place to assist people travelling through and near the intersection throughout 

these works. We have been advised that this may cause some delays during the morning drop off but shouldn’t affect 

the afternoon pick up.  

 



RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 
The Victorian Government have mandated that the Respectful Relationships Program be taught in government schools 

in Victoria. Respectful Relationships is a program of the Department of Education and Training that supports schools to 

promote and model respect, positive attitudes and behaviours. It teaches our children how to build healthy 

relationships, resilience and confidence.  

 
The Respectful Relationships teaching and learning materials were developed by leading education experts, who 

tailored the materials to each year level from Foundation (Prep) to Year 12 and made sure all information is age-

appropriate and grounded in evidence. Topics include Emotional literacy, Personal strengths, Positive coping, Problem-

solving, Stress management, Help-seeking, Gender and identity and Positive gender relationships. 

 

We have had some queries regarding the ‘Gender and Identity’ and ‘Positive Gender Relationships’ topics. Please see 

the following overview for each of these:  

 

Topic 7: Gender and Identity 

 

Learning activities within this topic assist students 

to challenge stereotypes and critique the influence 

of gender stereotypes on attitudes and behaviour. 

 

They learn about key issues relating to human 

rights, gender, identity and focus on the 

importance of respect within relationships. The 

activities promote respect for diversity and 

difference.  

 

Exploring stereotypes helps us understand how 

they influence our attitudes and behaviour. 

We learn about: 

● gender stereotypes (boys wear blue/girls wear pink) 

● how gender stereotypes can influence our 

attitudes and behaviour 

● issues relating to human rights, gender and identity 

● the importance of respect within relationships 

● diversity and difference. 

 

Topic 8: Positive Gender Relations 

 

Learning activities within this topic focus on 

building an understanding of the effects of family 

violence and focus on the standards associated 

with respectful relationships. Students develop the 

skills needed to solve problems, set boundaries 

within relationships, and play an active role within 

the prevention of family violence.  

 

Students develop peer support and help seeking skills that 

can be applied in response to situations involving gender-

based violence in family, peer, community or on-line 

relationships. 

Respectful relationships are key to preventing 

family violence. 

We learn: 

● about the effects of family violence 

● what we should expect in a respectful 

relationship. 

We develop skills to help prevent family violence, 

peer support and help-seeking skills that can be 

applied in response to situations involving 

gender-based violence in family, peer, community 

or on-line relationships. 

including how to: 

● solve problems 

• set boundaries within relationships. 
We practise peer support and seeking help when 

gender-based violence occurs: 

● in families 

● among peers 

● in the community 

● online. 

 

If you require any more information about the program or if you have any concerns, please contact your child’s teacher, the school 

on 9706 2254 or via email at thomas.mitchell.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

mailto:thomas.mitchell.ps@education.vic.gov.au


BOOK CLUB Issue 7 – Last issue for 2022 - Closes Friday 14th 

October  

 

                           + Promotional offer for this issue - $5 off your order 

SPECIAL OFFER  --  BE QUICK, VALID UNTIL MIDNIGHT FRIDAY 7 OCTOBER! 
 

 

                                

 

Brochures for Issue 7 are being distributed this week.  

 

Orders can only be placed using a credit card through the parent portal LOOP  scholastic.com.au/LOOP  
 

If you have not used LOOP before, it is a simple process to join, select your items and pay for your order using a credit 

card. Click on the REGISTER button and fill out your details.  
                                

 
 

 

When you order and pay using LOOP, there is no need to fill in the brochure or return anything to school.  
 

Your order will be automatically linked to Thomas Mitchell P.S. Items ordered will be sent directly to the school (no 

postage fee) and distributed to students.  
 

Orders close Friday 14th October. ($5 off closes midnight Friday 7th October) 

 

Josie Morando 

Librarian  
 

 

 



PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE 2022 - Certificates 
Congratulations to the 112 students who successfully completed the Challenge. Over 5,000 books were read 

by students who took part in the Challenge.  

 

The certificates will be sent to the school in late November. They will then be distributed to students.  

Raffle prizes will be drawn when the certificates are available. All students who completed the Challenge will 

be eligible to go into the draw to win some fantastic prizes. 

 

Of course, all students should still keep reading for their own personal enjoyment and learning. 

 

"So please, oh PLEASE, we beg, we pray, go throw your TV set away. And in its place you can install, a lovely bookshelf 

on the wall." — Roald Dahl 

 

Josie Morando 

Librarian 

 

THOMAS MITCHELL SPORT NEWS  
 

Welcome back to Term 4! I hope that all students enjoy the exciting events planned for the term ahead in PE and sport 

at Thomas Mitchell. In PE this term our current focus is on striking in games such as bat tennis and tennis. Please ensure 

that your child wears appropriate footwear to school on days when they have PE. 

 

DIVISION ATHLETICS AND SOUTH METRO REGION ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

Congratulations to the following students who competed at last term’s Division Athletics Carnival: 

Zoe 4IW, Harrison 4JX, Tamara 5DF, Hope 5DF, Samantha 5DF, Harlem 6MD, Alana 6SB, Joseph 6BS, Paul   6BS and Dion 

6BS. 

 

Special congratulations to Paul 6BS who has qualified for the 12/13 Boys Triple Jump and Alana 6SB who has qualified 

for the 12/13 Girls Shot put event. Both these students will attend the South Metro Region Carnival to be held on 

Wednesday 19th October at Casey Fields Athletics Track. We wish them all the best of luck. 

 

Weekly House Points 

 
 

 

 

 

Have a great week in sport! 

 

Tim Gouge 

Physical Education & Sport Coordinator  

  

 

 

 

 

1st Bradman 3930 

2nd Freeman  3770 

3rd  Fraser 3720 

4th  Perkins 3670 



 
 

 

 



 

Book Week Celebrations 
In the last week of Term 3, the Year 4 students dressed up as their 

favourite book character and participated in various book week 

activities. 

 

 

    

    

    

     

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

    

  

   

   

   

  

  

  

  

  

    

Some students read with 

their buddy class, teaching 

them how to appreciate a 

good book.  



              

     

 

Well done Ava 

for winning 

‘Most Creative’ 

outfit for Book 

Week! 


